ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
BETWIXT THE PLANTATIONS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE MASSACUSETTS, THE PLANTATIONS UNDER
THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW PLYMOUTH, THE PLANTA-
TIONS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF CONECTICUTT,
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF NEWHAVEN, WITH THE
PLANTATIONS IN COMBINATION WITH ITT.1
[The text is as given in New Haven Colonial Records, 1638-1649. Edited by
C. J. Hoadby. Hartford, 1857; pp. 98-104]
WHEREAS we all came into these parts of America with
one and the same end and ayme, namely, to advance the
kingdome of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to enjoy the
libertyes of the Qospell, in purity with peace;2 and whereas
in our settling (by a wise providence of God) we are further
dispersed upon the sea-coasts and rivers then was at first
intended,3 so thatt wee cannott (according to our desire) with
conveniencie communicate in one government and juris-
diction ; and whereas we live incompassed with people of
severall nations and strange languages which hereafter may
prove injurious to us and our posterity: * and forasmuch
as the natives have formerly comitted sundry insolencies
and outrages upon severall plantations of the English and
have of late combined against us6 and seeing, by reason
of the sad distractions in England, which they have heard
of, and by which they know we are hindered both from
thatt humble way of seeking advice, and reaping those
1 No stress is to be laid upon the fact that the agreement was in form
between the Plantations of the Q-overnments and not the Governments
themselves.
*  The aim of the New English settlers was not so much idem vette de re
puttica as idem velle de rebus sacris.
8 These words allude to the separate foundation of Plymouth and
Massachusetts, and to the further dislocation caused by the foundation of
Connecticut and New Haven.
* The French and the Dutch.
* After the destruction of the Peqnot Indians there was at this time no
serious risk of an Tndian combination against the English.